
The Ultimate Guide to Raising Healthy and
Happy Pigs on Small Homesteads

If you're looking to add pigs to your small homestead, this comprehensive
guide has everything you need to know to get started. We'll cover
everything from choosing the right breed to providing proper care and
nutrition, so you can raise healthy and happy pigs that will provide you with
meat, manure, and companionship for years to come.
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Choosing the Right Breed

There are many different breeds of pigs, each with its own unique
characteristics. Some breeds are better suited for meat production, while
others are better for breeding or raising as pets. If you're not sure which
breed is right for you, consider the following factors:

Purpose: What do you want to use your pigs for? Meat, breeding, or
companionship?

Climate: Some breeds are better suited for certain climates than
others.

Size: How much space do you have available for your pigs?

Temperament: Some breeds are more docile than others.

Once you've considered these factors, you can start narrowing down your
choices. Some of the most popular breeds of pigs for small homesteads
include:

Berkshire: A medium-sized pig with a black coat and white feet.
Berkshires are known for their excellent meat quality and docile
temperament.
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Chester White: A large, white pig that is known for its lean meat and
good mothering abilities.

Duroc: A reddish-brown pig that is known for its fast growth rate and
good meat quality.

Hampshire: A black pig with a white belt around its middle.
Hampshires are known for their hardiness and good foraging abilities.

Yorkshire: A large, white pig that is known for its prolificacy and good
meat quality.

Providing Proper Care

Once you've chosen the right breed of pigs, it's important to provide them
with proper care. This includes providing them with a clean and comfortable
shelter, plenty of food and water, and regular veterinary care.

Housing

Pigs need a clean and comfortable place to sleep and shelter from the
elements. The ideal pig shelter is well-ventilated, draft-free, and has plenty
of space for the pigs to move around. The shelter should also be easy to
clean and disinfect.

There are many different types of pig shelters available, so you can choose
one that best meets your needs and budget. Some popular options include:

A-frame shelters: These shelters are simple to build and provide
good protection from the elements.

Lean-to shelters: These shelters are attached to a wall or fence and
provide good protection from the sun and rain.



Hoop shelters: These shelters are made from a frame of hoops
covered with a tarp or other material. They are easy to move and can
be used for both indoor and outdoor housing.

Feeding

Pigs are omnivores and will eat a wide variety of foods. However, it is
important to feed your pigs a balanced diet that meets their nutritional
needs. The ideal pig diet includes a combination of grains, protein, and
vegetables.

There are many different types of pig feed available, so you can choose
one that best meets the needs of your pigs. Some popular options include:

Commercial pig feed: This feed is formulated to meet the nutritional
needs of pigs at different stages of growth.

Grain: Grain is a good source of carbohydrates and energy for pigs.

Protein: Protein is essential for growth and repair. Good sources of
protein for pigs include soybeans, meal, and fish meal.

Vegetables: Vegetables are a good source of vitamins, minerals, and
fiber for pigs.

Water

Pigs need access to clean, fresh water at all times. Water is essential for
hydration, digestion, and waste elimination.

There are many different ways to provide water for your pigs. Some
popular options include:



Water bowls: Water bowls are a simple and inexpensive way to
provide water for your pigs.

Water troughs: Water troughs are a good option for providing water
for a large number of pigs.

Automatic waterers: Automatic waterers are a good option for
providing water for pigs on pasture.

Veterinary Care

Regular veterinary care is essential for keeping your pigs healthy and
happy. Your veterinarian can provide vaccinations, deworming, and other
preventive care services. They can also diagnose and treat any health
problems that your pigs may develop.

It is important to find a veterinarian who is experienced in treating pigs.
Your veterinarian should be able to provide you with advice on all aspects
of pig care, from nutrition to breeding to health care.

Raising Healthy and Happy Pigs

Raising healthy and happy pigs is not difficult, but it does require some time
and effort. By providing your pigs with proper care, you can help them
thrive and enjoy a long, healthy life.

Here are a few tips for raising healthy and happy pigs:

Provide your pigs with a clean and comfortable shelter.

Feed your pigs a balanced diet.

Provide your pigs with access to clean, fresh water at all times.



Provide your pigs with regular veterinary care.

Socialize your pigs with humans and other animals.

Provide your pigs with plenty of opportunities to exercise.

Monitor your pigs for any signs of illness or injury.

By following these tips, you can help your pigs live a long, healthy, and
happy life.
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