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Gerbils are fascinating and adorable creatures that make wonderful pets for
people of all ages. They are social animals that thrive in pairs or small
groups, and they are relatively easy to care for. This guide will provide you
with everything you need to know to get started with gerbil care, from
housing and diet to health and behavior.

Housing

Gerbils need a spacious cage that provides plenty of room for them to
move around and explore. The cage should be at least 24 inches long, 12
inches wide, and 12 inches high for a pair of gerbils. Add 6 inches to each
measurement for each additional gerbil.

The cage should be made of a material that is safe for gerbils, such as
metal or plastic. Avoid cages with wooden bars, as gerbils can chew on
them and ingest splinters.

The cage should be equipped with a variety of toys and accessories to
keep your gerbils entertained and active. These can include items such as
tunnels, hideouts, wheels, and chew toys.
Diet
Gerbils are omnivores, which means that they eat both plants and animals.
Their diet should consist of a variety of foods, including:

= Hay

= Pellets

= Vegetables

»  Fruits



= Live insects

Hay should make up the bulk of your gerbil's diet. It is a good source of
fiber and nutrients, and it helps to keep their teeth healthy.

Pellets are a convenient way to provide your gerbils with a balanced diet.
They are typically made from a variety of grains, seeds, and vegetables.

Vegetables and fruits are a good source of vitamins and minerals. Gerbils
can eat a variety of vegetables, including carrots, broccoli, spinach, and
sweet potatoes. They can also eat a variety of fruits, including apples,
bananas, and berries.

Live insects are a good source of protein for gerbils. They can eat a variety
of insects, including mealworms, crickets, and grasshoppers.

Health
Gerbils are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible to a
variety of health problems, including:

= Diarrhea

= Respiratory infections

= Skin infections

= Teeth problems

=  QObesity

It is important to take your gerbils to the veterinarian for regular checkups.
This will help to ensure that they are healthy and free of any underlying



health problems.

Behavior

Gerbils are social animals that love to interact with their human
companions. They are curious and playful, and they enjoy exploring their
surroundings.

Gerbils are also very active animals. They need plenty of space to run and
play. It is important to provide them with a variety of toys and activities to
keep them entertained.

Gerbils can be territorial, especially when they are first introduced to a new
environment. It is important to introduce new gerbils to each other slowly
and carefully. This will help to prevent them from fighting.

Gerbils are wonderful pets that can bring joy to your life for many years to
come. By following the tips in this guide, you can provide your gerbils with
the best possible care and ensure that they live a long and healthy life.
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