
Postcolonial Critique and Ecological Thought:
A Transformative Reading of Routledge
Environmental Humanities

The field of environmental humanities has emerged as a vibrant and
interdisciplinary area of scholarship that examines the complex relationship
between humans and the natural world. Drawing on insights from literature,
history, philosophy, and other disciplines, environmental humanities
scholars explore how humans have shaped and been shaped by their
environment, and how these interactions have impacted both human and
non-human communities.
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One of the most important and innovative approaches within environmental
humanities is postcolonial critique. Postcolonial critique examines the ways
in which colonialism and imperialism have shaped our understanding of the
environment, and how these legacies continue to influence environmental
policies and practices today.

In this article, we will explore the intersection of postcolonial critique and
ecological thought, providing a transformative reading of the
groundbreaking book 'Routledge Environmental Humanities.' This book
brings together leading scholars in the field to offer a comprehensive
overview of the environmental humanities, with a particular focus on the
importance of postcolonial critique.

Postcolonial Critique and Ecological Thought

Postcolonial critique is a critical approach that examines the ways in which
colonialism and imperialism have shaped our understanding of the world.
Postcolonial critics argue that colonialism has not only had a profound
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impact on human societies, but has also shaped our relationship with the
natural world.

For example, postcolonial critics have shown how Western science has
often been used to justify the exploitation of natural resources in colonized
countries. They have also shown how Western environmentalism has often
been based on racist and exclusionary assumptions, and has served to
further marginalize indigenous peoples and their traditional ecological
knowledge.

Ecological thought, on the other hand, is a broad field of study that
examines the relationship between humans and the natural world.
Ecological thinkers seek to understand how humans interact with their
environment, and how these interactions impact both human and non-
human communities.

Postcolonial critique and ecological thought are closely linked, as both
fields seek to understand the complex relationship between humans and
the natural world. However, postcolonial critique offers a unique
perspective on this relationship, by examining the ways in which
colonialism and imperialism have shaped our understanding of the
environment.

Routledge Environmental Humanities

'Routledge Environmental Humanities' is a groundbreaking book that brings
together leading scholars in the field to offer a comprehensive overview of
the environmental humanities, with a particular focus on the importance of
postcolonial critique.



The book is divided into four parts:

1. The Postcolonial Environmental Humanities: This section examines
the ways in which postcolonial critique has shaped the field of
environmental humanities, and explores the importance of postcolonial
perspectives in understanding the relationship between humans and
the natural world.

2. Environmental Justice and Sustainability: This section explores the
ways in which environmental justice and sustainability are linked to
postcolonial critique, and examines the challenges and opportunities
for achieving environmental justice and sustainability in a postcolonial
world.

3. Environmental Humanities in Practice: This section provides case
studies of how environmental humanities is being used to address
real-world environmental problems, and explores the ways in which
environmental humanities can be used to promote social change.

4. The Future of Environmental Humanities: This section looks to the
future of environmental humanities, and explores the challenges and
opportunities for the field in the years to come.

'Routledge Environmental Humanities' is an essential resource for anyone
interested in the environmental humanities, and is a must-read for anyone
interested in the intersection of postcolonial critique and ecological thought.

Postcolonial critique is a powerful tool for understanding the complex
relationship between humans and the natural world. By examining the ways
in which colonialism and imperialism have shaped our understanding of the
environment, postcolonial critique offers a unique perspective on the



challenges and opportunities we face in creating a more just and
sustainable world.

'Routledge Environmental Humanities' is a groundbreaking book that brings
together leading scholars in the field to offer a comprehensive overview of
the environmental humanities, with a particular focus on the importance of
postcolonial critique. This book is an essential resource for anyone
interested in the environmental humanities, and is a must-read for anyone
interested in the intersection of postcolonial critique and ecological thought.
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