
Ornamentation in Baroque and Post-Baroque
Music with Special Emphasis on Bach
Ornamentation is an essential part of the Baroque and Post-Baroque
musical style. It adds grace, elegance, and variety to the music, and can be
used to express a wide range of emotions and ideas. In this book, we will
explore the rich and complex world of ornamentation in Baroque and Post-
Baroque music, with a special focus on the works of Johann Sebastian
Bach.

We will begin by providing a brief overview of the history of ornamentation.
We will then discuss the various types of ornaments used during this
period, as well as their historical development and performance practice.
Finally, we will examine the use of ornamentation in Bach's music, and how
it contributes to the unique character of his work.
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Ornamentation has been used in music for centuries. However, it was
during the Baroque period that it reached its peak of popularity and
sophistication. Baroque musicians used ornamentation to add grace,
elegance, and variety to the music. They also used it to express a wide
range of emotions and ideas, from the joyful to the sorrowful.

The development of ornamentation was closely tied to the development of
new instruments and musical styles. The Baroque period saw the invention
of the violin, the cello, and the harpsichord, which all allowed for greater
flexibility and virtuosity in playing. This led to the development of new and
more complex ornamentation techniques.

By the late Baroque period, ornamentation had become an essential part of
the musical style. It was used in all types of music, from opera to chamber
music to church music. However, it was during the Post-Baroque period
that ornamentation began to decline in popularity. This was due to a
number of factors, including the rise of the Classical style, which
emphasized simplicity and clarity over ornamentation.

Types of Ornaments

There are a wide variety of ornaments used in Baroque and Post-Baroque
music. Some of the most common include:

Trills: A trill is a rapid alternation between two notes. It is one of the
most common ornaments used in Baroque and Post-Baroque music.

Turns: A turn is a short melodic figure that consists of four notes. It is
often used to embellish a melody or a cadenza.



Mordents: A mordent is a quick alternation between a main note and a
note above or below it. It is often used to add emphasis to a note.

Appoggiaturas: An appoggiatura is a grace note that is played before
a main note. It is often used to add grace and elegance to a melody.

Glissandi: A glissando is a slide from one note to another. It is often
used to create a smooth transition between notes.

Performance Practice

The performance of ornamentation in Baroque and Post-Baroque music is
a complex and challenging task. It requires a deep understanding of the
historical context of the music, as well as a mastery of the various
ornamentation techniques. In addition, it is important to be able to interpret
the composer's intentions and to make informed decisions about how to
ornament the music.

There are a number of different schools of thought regarding the
performance of ornamentation. Some scholars believe that ornamentation
should be performed in a strict and literal manner, according to the rules of
the period. Others believe that ornamentation should be performed more
freely, with the performer making decisions based on their own musical
instincts. Ultimately, the best approach to performing ornamentation is one
that is informed by both scholarship and musicality.

Ornamentation in Bach's Music

Johann Sebastian Bach was one of the greatest masters of ornamentation.
He used ornamentation to add grace, elegance, and variety to his music,
and to express a wide range of emotions and ideas. Bach's ornamentation
is often complex and
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