
Latino Radical Politics: Church Occupations
and the Fight to Save the Barrio
In the heart of East Los Angeles, a young Chicano priest named Luis
Olivares embarked on a radical mission. Amidst the challenges of poverty,
discrimination, and police brutality, he led a group of parishioners in a
daring occupation of their local church. This act of defiance marked the
beginning of a broader movement known as "La Raza Unida" (the United
Race),which sought to empower the Latino community and fight for social
justice.

This article delves into the fascinating history of Latino radical politics,
focusing on the pivotal role of church occupations in the movement. We will
explore the motivations behind these occupations, their impact on the
community, and the legacy they left for future generations.
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The Roots of Latino Radicalism

The roots of Latino radicalism can be traced back to the 1940s and 1950s,
a period characterized by heightened racial tensions and economic
inequality. Many Latinos faced discrimination in housing, employment, and
education, while police brutality and arbitrary arrests were commonplace.

Against this backdrop, a new generation of Chicano activists emerged,
inspired by the civil rights movement and the teachings of liberation
theology. They believed that the church had a moral obligation to address
the injustices faced by the Latino community and to empower them to fight
for their rights.

The First Church Occupations

In 1969, Father Luis Olivares and a group of parishioners from the Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church in East Los Angeles occupied their own church.
They demanded that the church hierarchy appoint more Latino priests,
establish bilingual and bicultural programs, and support community
organizing efforts.

This occupation quickly gained national attention and sparked a wave of
similar protests across the country. In the following years, Latino activists
occupied churches in cities such as San Diego, San Antonio, and Chicago,
each with their own specific demands related to housing, education, and
economic justice.

The Impact of Church Occupations

The church occupations had a profound impact on both the Latino
community and the broader society. They challenged the traditional role of



the church as a passive institution and demonstrated the power of
grassroots activism.

For the Latino community, the occupations provided a sense of
empowerment and solidarity. They showed that the community was not
alone in its struggle for justice and that it had the power to make its voice
heard. The occupations also helped to raise awareness of the challenges
faced by Latinos and to mobilize support for social change.

The occupations also forced the Catholic Church hierarchy to confront the
concerns of its Latino members. While some bishops initially resisted the
demands of the occupiers, others eventually came to recognize the need
for reform. The occupations led to increased representation of Latinos in
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the priesthood, the establishment of bilingual and bicultural programs, and
a greater commitment to social justice issues.

The Legacy of Latino Radical Politics

The Latino radical politics of the 1960s and 1970s had a lasting legacy for
the Latino community and for social justice movements in the United
States. The church occupations played a pivotal role in this legacy,
demonstrating the power of grassroots activism and the importance of
fighting for justice.



Today, the legacy of Latino radical politics continues to inspire activists and
community organizers. The movement's emphasis on empowerment,
solidarity, and social justice remains as relevant as ever in the face of
continued discrimination and inequality.

The Latino radical politics of the 1960s and 1970s, and the church
occupations that were a key part of the movement, represent a powerful
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example of grassroots activism and the fight for social justice. These
occupations challenged traditional institutions, empowered the Latino
community, and left a lasting legacy for future generations.

The story of Latino radical politics is a reminder that change is possible
when people come together to fight for what they believe in. It is a story
that continues to inspire and motivate activists today, reminding us that we
all have a role to play in creating a more just and equitable society.
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influence of...
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