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In the rapidly evolving field of coaching, the International Coaching
Federation (ICF) has established a comprehensive framework for
assessing and certifying coaches. This framework consists of three distinct
levels of coaching competency: Associate Certified Coach
(ACC),Professional Certified Coach (PCC),and Master Certified Coach
(MCC).

While all three levels demonstrate a commitment to professional coaching
standards, they vary significantly in terms of experience, skills, and
knowledge. Understanding these differences is crucial for coaches seeking
to advance their careers and clients seeking the most qualified
professionals.

ACC, PCC, and MCC: Six Major Distinctions

The following table outlines the six major differences between the ACC,
PCC, and MCC levels of coaching competency:

Characteristic ACC PCC MCC

Experience 2,500 - 4,999
Coaching Hours

5,000+ Coaching
Hours

Mentoring
Hours

N/A 10 Hours 25 Hours

Continuing
Education

30 Hours 40 Hours 60 Hours
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Characteristic ACC PCC MCC

Hours

Assessment Written and
Oral Exam

Written and Oral
Exam, Reference
Checks

Written and Oral
Exam, Reference
Checks, Performance
Evaluation

Supervision None
Required

30 Hours 60 Hours

Scope of
Practice

Foundation
Coaching

Intermediate
Coaching

Advanced Coaching

Key Differences Explained

Let's delve deeper into each of these key differences:

Experience

ACC coaches have typically completed less than 2,500 coaching
hours, indicating a solid foundation in coaching principles and
techniques.

PCC coaches have accumulated 2,500 to 4,999 coaching hours,
demonstrating a higher level of experience and proficiency in various
coaching methodologies.

MCC coaches have logged more than 5,000 coaching hours, signifying
extensive experience and expertise in complex coaching situations.

Mentoring Hours



PCC coaches are required to complete 10 hours of mentoring with a
qualified mentor coach, fostering their professional development and
deepening their understanding of coaching.

MCC coaches must engage in 25 hours of mentoring, further refining
their coaching skills and enhancing their ability to guide other coaches.

Continuing Education Hours

ACC coaches must complete 30 hours of continuing education,
demonstrating their commitment to ongoing learning and staying
abreast of industry best practices.

PCC coaches require 40 hours of continuing education, expanding
their knowledge and skills in specific coaching domains.

MCC coaches must complete 60 hours of continuing education,
reflecting their dedication to maintaining the highest levels of coaching
expertise.

Assessment

ACC coaches undergo a written and oral exam to demonstrate their
understanding of coaching competencies and ethical guidelines.

PCC coaches face a more rigorous assessment, including reference
checks to validate their coaching experience and effectiveness.

MCC coaches undergo a comprehensive evaluation that involves
performance assessments, reference checks, and a written and oral
exam, ensuring they meet the highest standards of coaching
excellence.



Supervision

PCC coaches are required to receive 30 hours of supervision from a
qualified supervisor coach, promoting their professional development
and accountability.

MCC coaches must engage in 60 hours of supervision, ensuring they
maintain the highest levels of coaching proficiency and stay current
with industry advancements.

Scope of Practice

ACC coaches typically work with clients who are seeking foundational
coaching support, focusing on developing basic coaching skills and
addressing common coaching challenges.

PCC coaches have a broader scope of practice, supporting clients in
achieving more complex goals, addressing systemic issues, and
navigating significant life transitions.

MCC coaches work with highly motivated clients seeking advanced
coaching interventions, focusing on transformational change,
leadership development, and organizational effectiveness.

The ACC, PCC, and MCC levels of coaching competency represent a
progressive journey toward coaching mastery. Each level builds upon the
previous one, expanding coaches' experience, skills, and knowledge.
Understanding these differences empowers coaches to assess their current
level of competency, identify areas for improvement, and develop strategies
for advancing their careers.



For clients, selecting a coach who holds an appropriate level of certification
ensures they receive the highest quality coaching support tailored to their
specific needs. Whether you are seeking foundational coaching,
intermediate support, or advanced guidance, understanding the distinctions
between these levels will help you make an informed decision.

The pursuit of coaching excellence is a continuous journey. By embracing
the principles and distinctions outlined in this article, coaches and clients
alike can unlock the transformative power of coaching and achieve
extraordinary results.
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